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Dorset Poor Law Settlement and Removal Records 

The Board of Guardians of the Poor of Bridport Union do hereby certify that on 
the second day of February 1859,  John Lovelefs, age 72 years became chargeable 
to the Parish of Bridport in the said Union 
In testimony whereof the common seal of the said Guardians is hereunto affixed, 
at a meeting of the Board this second day of February in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-nine. 
    (Signed)       John Roper (Presiding Chairman of the said Board) 
   (Countersigned)   R. Corhick   (Acting Clerk to the Board of Guardians of the 
Bridport Union) 
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Burton Bradstock Settlement Papers 1752-1859 

Dorset England Poor Law Settlement & Removal Records 
 

The Deposition upon which the Order was Made 
 

The examination of John Loveless at present residing in the Parish of Bridport in 
the said Borough of Bridport touching the last Place of Legal Settlement of the 
said John Loveless taken on oath before us, two of Her Majesty’s Justices of the 
Peace in and for the said Borough this twenty-second Day of February, One 
Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-nine, upon a certain Complaint of the 
Churchwardens & Overseers of the Poor of the said parish of Bridport unto us 
that the said John Loveless has come to inhabit and is now inhabiting in the said 
Parish not having resided in the said Parish for five years next before the said 
Application and Complaint, and not having gained a Settlement therein, nor 
having produced any Certificate acknowledging him to be settled elsewhere, and 
that the said John Loveless is now actually chargeable to the said Parish of 
Bridport. 
 
The said John Loveless upon his Oath, saith, “I was born, as I have heard and 
believe,  in the Parish of Tolpuddle, in the County of Dorset, on or about the 
fourteenth day of April 1786, in which Parish, my father, Thomas Lovelefs was a 
settled inhabitant as I have also heard and believe.  In the year 1805 I was 
bound apprentice for three years to Mr. John Clay of Burton Bradstock in the 
same county, who was then in the employ of Mr. Richard Roberts___? of Burton 



Bradstock, aforesaid to learn the trade of Flax Dresser.  I was to live in Mr. Clay’s 
house and to be found in board and lodging by him and to receive four pounds 
at the end of the term in the parish of Burton Bradstock aforesaid.  ????  John 
Clay and boarded and lodged in his house during the whole term in the parish of 
Burton Bradstock aforesaid.  I have never rented a tenement of the value of ten 
pounds a year or done any act to gain a subsequent settlement.  I have not 
resided five years in the parish of Bridport.”        John Lovelefs 
 
(Taken and sworn before us:  John Barnicott 
                                                      F. Good 
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Parish of Bridport within the Borough of Bridport in the County of Dorset  
As to the Removal of John Loveless. 
 
To the Churchwardens and Overseers of the Poor of the Parish of Burton Bradstock 
in the County of Dorset. 
 
Take notice that the above named John Loveless, now residing at and in this 
parish has become and now is chargeable to the said,  Parish of Bridport and is 
now receiving relief from the said Parish of Bridport and that an order of Justices 
has been obtained for his Removal to your said Parish of Burton Bradstock as his 
last place of legal settlement (a duplicate of which order is herewith sent).  And 
take notice, that the following are the grounds of the said Removal, including the 
Particulars of the Settlement relied upon by us in support thereof. 
For that, The said, John Loveless in or about the year 1805 was bound 
apprentice to John Clay, then of your said Parish of Burton Bradstock for a term 
of three years to learn the trade of a Flax Dresser, that he served, the said John 
Clay and boarded and lodged in his house, in the said parish of Burton Bradstock 
during the whole of the said term. 
For that he never rented a tenement of the value of ten pounds a year, or done 
any other act to gain a subsequent settlement.   For that he hath not resided 
five years in the Parish of Bridport, and also for that the said John Lovelefs hath 
come to inhabit and is now inhabiting in the said parish of Bridport and before 
and at the time of making of the said Order was and still is chargeable to the 
said Parish of Bridport and receiving relief therefrom. 
And take notice that unless Notice of Appeal against the said Order be received by 
us within twenty-one days from the sending hereof, or (in case your application 



for a copy of the Depositions on which such Order has been made) within a 
further period of 14 days after sending of such copy, the said Pauper will be 
removed to your said Parish of Burton Bradstock in pursuance of the said order, 
and no Appeal against such Order Shall afterwards be allowed.   
Given under our hands this 25th day of February in the year of Our Lord One 
Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-Nine.   
Churhwardens & Overseers  of the Poor of the said Parish of Bridport 
David Spooner 
Thomas Wainwright 
I.C. Larcombe 
Joseph Legg  
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To the Churchwardens and Overseers of the Poor of the Parish of Bridport 
within the Borough of Bridport in the County of Dorset and to the 
Churchwardens and Overseers of the Poor of the Parish of Burton Bradstock in 
the County of Dorset and to each and every of them. 
 
Whereas complaint hath been made to us, whose Names are hereunto set and 
Seals affixed, being Two of Her Majesty’s Justices of the Peace in and for the said 
Borough of Bridport (one whereof being of the Quorum) by the Churchwardens 
and Overseers of the Poor of the said Parish of Bridport. 
That John Loveless, now aged about 72 years hath come to inhabit and is now 
inhabiting in the said parish for five years next before the said Application and 
Complaint and not having gained a legal settlement there, nor having produced 
any Certificate acknowledging him to be settled elsewhere, and that he is now 
actually chargeable to the same parish of Bridport and is now receiving relief 
therefrom, and that the Parish of Burton Bradstock is the place of his last legal 
Settlement. 
We, the said Justices, upon due proof thereof as well as by Examination of 
Witnesses, to wit, of the said John Lovelefs upon oath as otherwise, and upon due 
consideration of the Premises, do adjudge the same to be true, and that the place 
of last legal Settlement of the said John Loveless is in the said parish of Burton 
Bradstock, in the said County of Dorset. 
These are therefore, in Her Majesty’s Name, to require and Order you the said 
Churchwardens and Overseer of the Poor of the said Parish of Bridport or some or 
one of you, or some proper person or persons to be employed by you, at such 



time and in such manner as by Law is provided and directed in that behalf to 
remove and convey the said, John Loveless, from and out of your said Parish of 
Bridport to the said, Parish of Burton Bradstock and him deliver, together with 
this our Order, or a Duplicate or true Copy thereof, unto the Overseers of the 
Poor there, or one of them, who are hereby required to receive and provide for 
him according to the Law. 
 
Given under our Hands and Seals, at the Borough of Bridport, in the said County 
of Dorset, the twenty-second day of February, in the Year of Our Lord, One 
Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-Nine. 
 
John Barnicott 
F Good 
 
  


